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Kinneloa Ranch founder, Abbot Kinney,
was a remarkable person. An astute
businessman, cultured and well educated,
he traveled the world before deciding that
Southern California was the paradise he
sought, in which to settle and make his
home. He would personally guide much of
Los Angeles and surrounding community
development from the time of his arrival in
1880 until his death in 1920. His most
famous accomplishment was the planning
and building of his city by the sea, Venice.
Space does not permit an in-depth account
of Kinney's life and his many important
contributions, If you want to know more
about him, we recommend Elayne

Alexander’s comprehensive book Abbot
Kinney's Venice of America, probably the
authority on the subject.

Elayne has graciously allowed us to
reprint the following paragraphs from her
book relating to Kinney's discovery and
purchase of the area he called Kinneloa.

“T tmmediately bought a train ticket and
hurried south to Los Angeles. It was raining
when I arrived and the sireets were one mass
of mud. Getting off the train at the old River
Station, 1 didn’t like either the look o7 the
smell of things, for that mud stank. [ went up
{0 one of the hotels, but there was nothing
pleasing about that place, so I hived a
caryiage to drive out to East Pasadena. How
that mud on the old adobe road stuck to our
wheels! In due time we arrived to be met with
the cheering intelligence that there wasn't a
room in the house. That was all very well but
T was there to stay so they put me in the parlor
where I remained three days.”

This establishment was the Sierra Madre
Villa Hotel, owned by very distant relatives,
William C. Cogswell and his son-in-law,
William Porter Rhoades. Together, the hotel
and outlying cottages contained 54 yooms,
ncluding a 200-foot glassed-in veranda and
a billiard hall. In the dry air Kinney slept as
never before, and when he awakened the
following morning with his asthma totally
relteved, he eagerly explored the district. The
air was crisp and pure, the settlement sparse
and he knew that he had found the place with

Abbot Kinney in
his later years.

the perfect climate. He hurried back to the
hotel with his black valet, Sam, and set up a
large two-room tent in the eucalyptus grove.
He outfitted the canvas rooms with beautiful
rugs and furniture and there the world
traveler stayed until he had fully explored the
surroundings.

His friend, author Helen Hunt Jackson,
later wrote a children’s book about Abbot
Kinney and his settling near the Sierra
Madre Villa Hotel. She called him “George
Connor” in “The Hunter Cats of
Connorloa,” and many facts from Kinney’s
life in California are detailed in the book.
According to Mrs. Jackson, “George Connor”
vode a horse day after day, looking at
orchards and vineyards, and began to think
he should own some too. He went up and
down along the base of the foothills searching
for just the right property. “Connor” finally
Jound what he was looking for at the top of a

| mesa, grown thick with chaparral and with

no road leading to 1t. He pictured a great
white house on the plateau and knew that
from the windows one would be able to see ail
over the valley and 30 miles distant to the sea.
Kinney later called the area “the mecca of
all my hopes.” The clean air made his
asthma tolerable and he felt at peace in the
warm California sunshine. He purchased

| 550 acres of land in the spring of 1880, which

comprised a mesa on which to build his house
with a sizeable sloping field in front of it. The
hill had previously been occupied by a hermit




. “The mecca of all my hopes,”

Einney's
mpostng fo-
story hame was
Duerlt in the
Ttalmate style
of Victorian
architechire,
Suitably grand
for the needs of
a gentleman,
Sarmer i was
particularly
remarkable
comsidering ifs
remoie
Incetion.

beg-rancher. Two days after Kinwey acquired
the property, men were al work clearong the
brush, bridetng vavines, and grading for ¢
road ow the east side of Eaton Wash. By
tummeling milo the base of the mountarnssde,
they transformed an insignificant water
sourre tnfe o splendrid frvigation systen
Prpes were loid and o 35-fool-deep reservor
with o 500,000 gallon capacity was
comstricted, as well as g storage reservorr
soith a fowr mallion gellon capacity. An
orchard of 6,000 citres and 1,500 deciduons
trees took shape on the slopes along with o
vineyard of 20,000 grape vines, most of the
seedless Sultana vartety, Later, there wondd be
dates and blood (red flesh) oranges for which
Mr Eﬁnm}i wondd becowe well knoven by
etfrus growers all over Caltfornig.

A compmodions Buo-story home was buill
| wwith four large rooms upstairs and fiur
demstatrs, swrmoented by o tower A kilchen
van alomg the back. It was dubbed
“Kinnelog,” mearang “Kenneys Hill” in
Hawanan. “The Hunter Cats of Connorloa”
describes "Connor’s” home as being an old-
fashioned square house with g wide hall

running thronggh the center. A hibwary and
dining rooms were sifualed on the vast swde,
toimale om the west were a parlor and large
billsard room with g kilchen rimning along
the rear. Upstairs were four lazge bedvooms,
but there were no servant guariers in the
house. Omly Chinese were emploved as
servants @nd labovers, and @ long, low
wooden biilding had been evected farther up
the kall. "My Connor” called if the “Chinese
Quarter.” The only servant to live in the main
howuse was his black valet.

The book goes on o 8l aboet the seventeen
et that lived at the ranch end were kept fust
a [iitle hangry 1n order fo free the area of
gohers, rabbits and moles, "M Connor”
was gien the first cat by g local Hispawic
lady so he named the felie "Mexican, " and
fromt “Mexscan” the vest of his pack was
descended. “Conmor's” ranch was cleared of
all pests by the cals and this was frue of
Hinnelor ranch as well,

After 1886, though Abbot Kinney
continued to spend a:portion of the vear at
Kinneloa and maintained an active interest
in his extensive grange growing operation,
most of his attention was directed toward
Venice.

Abbot Kapey ——

Abbot Kinney's son Innes took aver the
day-to-day management of the ranch. Innes,
his wife Helen, and their two children
established residence in the large ranch
house, Their son, Kendrick, was born here
in 1916. The only heat in the big houge
came from eight fireplaces. A nursemaid
used hot water bottles to keep baby
Kendrick warm. He has scars to prove that
the bottles were too hot. Innes continued to
manage the ranch after Abbot's death in
1920 until 1928 when Lhe B06-agre
property was sold to brothers Llovd E. and
Arthur Mills Lockhart,

The Lockharts had been very successul
in the oil business. Llovd commissioned
noted Los Angeles architect Paul Williams
to design a Mediterranean style mansion
which was cempleted in 1931, Arthur bult
the magnificent place on Kinneloa Mesa at
the end of Doyne Road. The story goes that
an argument and subsequent falling out
between the brothers caused the division of
the ranch where Kinneloa Mesa Road runs
into Country Lane; Lloyd retained the
property above thie gate and Archur the
property below it, ———
Thee fence across the
road has been there
ever since.

Sadly the Arthur
M. Lockhart mansion
fell on hard fimes
many years ago, It
hiad been a school and
fater & home for
mentally 111 (it has
been referred to as
The Funny Farm) and ||
was destroyed in the
October 27, 1993 fire.




Llovd and Mildred Lockhart were
divorced in 1937. Mrs. Lockhart kept the
new house and 12 acres (what we now call

Kinneloa Ranch) in the divorce settlement.

She continued to live there with her son
Johr and built a house nearby for her
mother, Mrs. John J. Hinex

At the time of the 1937 flood that wiped
out Pasadena Glen, Mildred Lockhart took
in Glen residents during the might and put
them up for several days, There was a frail
from the Glen to the Lockhart home.

This property was bought from the
Lockharts by Mervinand Lissa Grizele in
1950 and was occupied by them and ther
four childreny, John, Ann, Nancy and Caral.
Lisza lived there until her death on
February 5, 1994.

By 1939 the once grand Kinney house
was not occupied and badly in need of
repair. It had continued for @ while as the
residence of Lockhart's tanch manager. AL
this time Lloyd Lockhart's son Ross
supervised the demolition of the old House
2% well a5 the old Kinney barn. James

Some.things we knaw,....

P65 Job €. Davis claimed 193 acres of
famd dirgctly north of the old Rancho Santa
Anita, including Davis Canyon
|ater o become the Pasadena
Glen. He was granted a US patent
for the progerty in 1875,

1&8T Job C. Davis sold 153
acres io .8 Vesburg and J.0;
\osburg. The Vosburgs waited
until 1888 1o record the deed.

143E5 The Pasadena Land

| Boom. The Vosburgs actively
-participated in the frenzy of
subdivision and creating residential
lots that grpped neighbaring
Pasadena at this ime. The 4-block
arga comprising the north side of
Fairpaint Street, both sides of
Barhite Street and the south side of
Vosburg Street were surveyed imto
residential lots and at least seven
howses were then buit in what is
called the Vosburg Tract

' Morgan {son of Hugh
and Pauline) was hired
in the sammer of either
1939 or 1940 to tear
out and dump the
Massive cement
foundation. Today, all
that remains of the
onginal Kinney
homesite 35 an adobe

beehtve shaped bake oven.

[

44 ND) OF AN ERA
(ANLE UL AN B

In the lite 1930 or early 1940's, Mrs.
Lockhart, having no near neighbors and
feeling isolated, sold three lots off the main
moad leading to her house {now Villa
Heights Road). These were purchased by
Spencerand Agnes Atkinsen, Hugh and
Pauline Morgan, and Reginald and Cecil
Coldwell. Another home site was sold later
to Guy and Licia Edwards.

Gy Edwards was 2 geologist and mining

1999 D AB Shaw purchased a
resideritial lot on'the southeast side of
Visburg Street overlooking the Pasadena
Glen and built an unusua house incorporating
Korean architeciural elements. He also
purchased the land bordering the east side of
the Pasadena Glen and planted orangs
Qroves.

195 0-1920 The Pasadena Glen
Community developed. Property awners buiit
their own cabing but shared a large club |
house; dancing pavilien, outdoor swimming |
pooland tennis courts. A prospectus of the
time admonished that the Glen *appeals only
to the refined, nature loving class.”

I59E 8 John Burroughs, naturafist and
author, fived in the Glen,

1937 A devastating fiood swept away |
many of the Glen’s community amenities, as
well as several houses. Mildred Lockhart of
neighboring Kinneloa Ranch offered
temporary shefter to those who-lost their
homes,

19 40-presend Glen residents

continue to be challenged by perindic floods,
fires and earthguakes, but tenaciously remain

|

- The L{?c‘.k:;-i;;‘.! .'mu;'e and growunds

| engineer. Lucia Edwards had a degree in

| Iandscape engineering and design. She
designed the Kinneloa Ranch gate, Evelyn

| Nation, wife of Earl Nation, oversaw the
gate's construction, Robert Kndpp
ohtained the iron work from Caltech, and
the masonry was done by a man who had
worked for the Nations. The gate was
completed i about 1950,

The neighbgrhoods of Kinneloa Ranch,
Kinneloa Mesa, Kinneloa Canyon and
Kinneloa Estates were subdivided in the
late 194(Ys and most of the houses you see
today were butlt 1n the 1950's or early
1960,
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Lee'and Vi Carmichael designed and
built their Kinnelea Canyen Rd. kouse in
1952, but while theirs was only the third
hotse on the entire street, Lee was no
stranger to these parts: Lee armved in the
neighborhood in 1940 after having his
geoup booted off the Caltech campug where
they-had been headquartered. Being
expelled from Caltech was the resylt of a
fire and explosion that killed a man, What
the man was doing was making a rocket—
more specifically, he was using a fathe ona
chanr-leg size piece of rocket propellant
materizl, which caused an explosion.

Since 1939, Caltech.had been making
rockets on the Caltech campus. A “rocket”
in those davs looked like 2 long; skinny
salams with fins on the back that fesembled
bent playing cards. What was stuffed inside
the steel salami skin was catled “solid
propeliant.” Trying to meld globs of sohd
propellant that looked hike g poker chips
nto long, skinny, sausage shapes was; ah,
exeiting.

At any time this stuff could go bang, and
when it did 1t, several poker chips that you
can kotd i your hand could knock your

build the big, heavy machinery that
squashed these poker chips mtg a
long sausage shape. If that worked,
somebody else tned to further
shape the extrusion into the precize
shape required to fit it into the stee]
skin,

And what did they do with them-
when they were finished? Caltech
sold them to the US Government whe
either gave or sold them te England so the
Brits could shoot them at the Germans.
Later, our Government kept most of them
and we uged them to shoot at the Germans;
Italians and, mostly, the Japanese, and not
infreguently, at purselves, when the pemnt
and shoot guidance system backfired.

S0, the: Caltech rocket praject-moved to
the hills and away, from everybody where if
something dramatic happened, the San
Marine neighbors’ roofs were safe. Over
the years, one of the several unplanned
rocket ignitions cost Lee three fingers off
his hand.

The hills, of course, were the Kinneloa
Ranch. And this project was a BIG DEAL.
Ower a hundred buildings, four of which
still remain, housed the production, storage
and administration of 2 sophisticated high-
volume top secret manufacturing effort.
Top secret meant, among other things, not
telling anybody tncluding your spouse,
where you worked or what you did. The
answer to the wife's guestion of “What's
your work number, honey, in.case the kids

e of the forer remamintng &urﬂiﬂg}s fromy the:
Caltech rocket project.

There might have beer as many as a
thousard people who passed through the
gates each day, and several dozen of them
worked for Lee, Lee’s group often ran 24
hours aday, 7 days a week, to design and
build (and after an “event,” to fix} the
evermore sophisticated presses used to
extrude globs of propellant into 5-foot long
sausage shapes.

Lee retired from Caltech after 32 years
of some of the nost exciting work a persoen
can have, and then took the position of
Chief Engineer with Strolee of Californiz

| foranother 15 years, Now be's only

working on a part-time basis in the office of
the Pasadena Preshyterian Church which
gives him and Vi time to g0 on trips, Other
times Lee tries to go around Eaton Canyon
Golf Course in the 40s. Lee's best? 43

i Can y ou Relp? Ournedissue of

| of the Pasadena Glen, but we need more
infarmation: i you are a Glen historian” and
| wouldbe willing 1o be mterviewed, call Greg
McReynolds at 794-0638 or Marianna

|
| the Newsletter will be devoted to the history ‘

house down, Lee's job was to design and get sick?” was “None of your busigess:" Aowman at 744-4500
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